GOLLYfest IX- Portland Oregon- 13-14 October 2007
(This “blog” was posted on the Internet by Sue Kiff, after Gollyfest, to give golly collectors world-wide a feel for what happens at Gollyfest. I have added some pictures…  Jan)
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If you heard the rumble of wagons headed north over the weekend of 13-14th October it wasn’t North to Alaska, as in Days of Yore, but North to Portland for Gollyfest IX. It was a lovely drive up to Portland with the trees ablaze with autumn colors. There was an unofficial kick-off on Friday evening when we gathered in the Doubletree Hotel’s café for an early-bird dinner. There were lots of familiar faces and everyone had a high old time catching up on news and the latest “golly gossip.”
I wasn’t staying at the Doubletree as I had left it too long to book and the Gollyfest rooms were all booked out by the time I got around to it… (a reminder to you all, book early next time!) so I decided to drive in early Saturday as we had to set up the Sale Room at 8 am, and I had Registration to attend to at 9… I arrived at 6:45 a.m. and low and behold, found Jan and Mike Ross already setting up… Did they sleep there I wonder? Very possibly!

Anyway, we did get it all together eventually, and the other vendors also appeared to set up their tables, making about 12 Sales tables in all, and a vast array of Gollyana. From vintage to artist made to store made, and everything in between… something literally for all tastes… There was even an MJ Golly with a white face made by The Canterbury Bear Co. 
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At Registration we handed out name tags, schedules and a bucket full of goodies.. all on the Golliwogg at the Circus theme. Some of this stuff is made especially for Gollyfest and can’t be bought elsewhere. My favorite was a tin plate wind up elephant with a Golly on his back, but there was also a Golly on a spring, a wind up Golly on a bicycle, that twirls and whirls around the floor, a little tinplate musical box, and all sorts of odds and ends, even down to the popcorn gum! (Have to have popcorn at the circus after all.) I like doing Registration because I get to meet everyone, and although there were lots of familiar faces, there were still a few newbies that were nice to see.

Jan Ross did the welcome, and talked about the themed book this year, and showed slides of all illustrations in the book. The Golliwoggs Circus was the 8th book in the series, and was originally written in 1903. It tells the story of how the Golliwogg and his mates, The Dutch Dolls set up their own little Circus, and like all the Upton books, really is quite charming!

Soon after, the Sale Room opened to a frenzy of buying. I think most people did quite well. It is really difficult NOT to buy anything, as there are such lovely things on offer, so almost everyone ends  up buying something, and some people get TOTALLY carried away with the whole thing and go hog wild. Annabel I think you know who I mean!

The Sale Room was only open for a short time this morning as the workshops were about to begin. Pattie Blair presided over her own workshop of the Jumping Jack Golly in another room, for those who love to create, while the rest of us listened to an entertaining talk given by Roy Howard on the Canterbury Bear (and Golly) Company’s history and present production methods. “Made in England, Always Has Been, Always Will Be” is their motto. This resulted in a flurry of sales at Roy’s table when he had finished. 
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We adjourned for lunch, where some headed up to the Doubletree Café, and some of us went to the Lloyd Center to check out the Food Hall For All Nations food court, and to get in a bit of shopping too (sales tax free in Oregon).

Upon arriving back for the afternoon session, we found Pattie’s group still working industriously on their Jumping Jacks. So diligent were they that they hadn’t even stopped for lunch!

The Sales Room reopened at 2 pm and conventioneers were able to browse at a more leisurely pace, buying here and there as the mood struck them. Clinton Derricks, actor on stage and screen, author of the Buy Golly book, and a big Golly collector flew up from Los Angeles for a book signing, and he once again charmed his way around the room chatting to all and sundry. One of the waitresses was particularly enchanted with his explanation of Golliwoggs and a lesson on Gollyana 101.
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Meanwhile, in another room, Camie Rudeen supervised her free work shop on “Fun Make Your Own Golly” project, where lots of the group, talented or not, were able to assemble a rolly polly Golly and call it their own.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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6:30 p.m. found us once again congregating for the Golly Banquet, where we enjoyed great food and even more surprises. A plate with a Golly on it, and a little Golly animal trainer to amuse us as we   ate! The centre piece, Three Ring Circus, was given to Roy oour table as he had the secret dot in the right place.  We were also paid a visit by a showgirl from the Vigny perfume review in Paris, wearing an original silk dress from the 1920s. Later the Golliwogg himself showed up in his ringmaster costume for his Kodak moment!
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With dinner over, we headed for the auction room, where everything had been laid out for viewing. John Paul Port was our Auctioneer once again. He really does a wonderful job getting almost everything sold, by coaxing when needed, cajoling, pleading and demanding the bidders to buy, buy, buy with lots of good humor! All but three of the sixty eight lots sold, and this Gollyfest only had about forty people registered so that was a pretty good result. The largest amount was $280, paid for an original Florence Upton book.
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On Sunday, we started a little later today as it was a long day yesterday, and the competitions were being laid out when I arrived at 9:30 a.m. There are always lots of competitions at Gollyfest where entrants are encouraged to enter such categories as the Most Appealing, Best Dressed, Most Unusual, etc. They are all lovely things, and are interesting to see what people can turn up in each category.

We had a magnificent Brunch at 10:30. My goodness, never seen so much food, there was not only a lot of breakfast items, but also pastas and chicken dishes as well as salads and pastries , and yes, you’ve guessed it, even MORE Golly items. Upon leaving the room we were handed a musical push around on a stick, with a circus theme, and of course, a Golliwogg on the top of it too.

Back to the slide room for the competition results, seems like almost everyone got a ribbon. But the star of the show was a lovely elephant with Golly and the Peg Dolls sitting on the top of it, made by Patti Blair, who always does such a magnificent job of creating these things.                                A talk from Jan Ross followed, about Golliwoggs on Ebay, while Art Rogers, from Missouri, started his “Make Your Golly Necklace” workshop in another room. As you can tell there are several things going on at once at Gollyfest, so if you don’t like the look of one, there’s always another choice! 

Mike Ross played us some old advertisements of Robertsons, extolling the virtues of their jam (some I remembered from my youth in the 60’s) We also heard some extraordinary Golly songs from Australia and New Zealand that Jan had acquired, recent CDs of men singing about missing their gollies, and wanting their Golliwogg back, different, but I don’t think it’ll make the top 50 somehow. To wrap it up we had a nice slide display on Golliwogg jewelery.
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Then it was the raffle results. We had bought raffle tickets earlier and lots of people had donated items for the Gollyfest Raffle which helps subsidise the convention, and a charity raffle, which this year will be going to the Hospice in Santa Cruz. There were loads of prizes and you were hard pressed NOT to win anything, but I managed it somehow!
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And then, more food, yes it was teatime, so off we trundled into the tea room for finger sandwiches, cakes, pastries, petit fours, scones with clotted cream and jam, and our final goodbyes. Another farewell gift was a beautiful set of metal peg dolls and golly in a box, and a circus wagon pulled by horses with Golly on the side, such lovely things, donated by Camie and William.
So after final FINAL goodbyes we went our separate ways once again. I think I am bringing back more than I took with all the presents and prizes.

I have said it before you people, and I will say it again, you are really missing out if you don’t do the next Gollyfest.
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Heads up – Gollyfest X – Probably to be held in San Francisco 2009 – Dates and Location to be determined later. 










